
Design Summary
Austin Hall is the home of Oregon State University’s 
College of Business. This four-story building is comprised 
of classrooms, a 250-seat auditorium, collaborative team 
rooms, faculty offices, the Dean’s Suite and boardroom, a 
research suite, computer labs, a café, an events room with 
a catering kitchen, and a large commons area. The building 
interiors are connected both vertically and horizontally, 
creating a network of dynamic multi-story spaces 
designed to support and inspire collaboration. Located 
within a National Historic District, the design for Austin 
Hall respects the historic character of the OSU campus 
while contributing to a new quad for the university.

Key Sustainability Concepts
Sustainability was a top priority on this project. Through 
energy modeling and prioritizing energy conserving 
measures with a benefit-to-cost ratio, the design team was 

able to focus their sustainable design strategies to make 
the biggest impacts. Austin Hall’s design accomplished a 
modeled EUI of 36 (compared to a CBECS baseline of 120 
for buildings of similar size and function), exceeding the 
2030 Challenge Target by 10%. 

Austin Hall’s strategic solar orientation, in conjunction 
with operable shading on the east, west, and south 
façades, protects occupants from glare and heat in the 
summer. The high-performance building envelope includes 
3” thick high R-value rigid insulation; a high performance 
weather barrier made with polyisobutylene at the walls; 
and an average of 8” rigid insulation at the roof. This 
reduces the building’s demand on mechanical heating and 
cooling.  

The building’s HVAC system uses a primary and 
secondary loop for heating and cooling. The secondary 
loops serve the building’s hydronic radiant ceiling panels 
to provide both heating and cooling throughout the 

building. Energy modeling determined that this system 
would effectively maintain the comfort levels of occupants 
throughout the school year. However, the radiant 
panels were insufficient in cooling the larger gathering 
spaces located on the south side of the building. Chilled 
beams were added to the makeup air system to provide 
supplemental cooling in these special areas as needed.
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Austin Hall College of Business
Oregon State University
Sustainability Summary

Project Type: Higher Education
Location: Corvallis, Oregon
Built Area: 100,000 SF
Scope: New Building, completed 2014
Certification: LEED Gold Equivalent, 2030 Compliant

Architect: Hacker
Energy Consultant: PAE Consulting Engineers


